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	LAWS

	Draft Law “On ratification of the Agreement between Ukraine and the European Union on amendments to the Agreement between Ukraine and the European Community on the facilitation of the issuance of visas” (No. 0015 of 19 February 2013, President of Ukraine)
	Submitted to be signed by the President on 28 March 2013
	The Agreement signed in Brussels on 23 July 2012 amends the 2008 Agreement as follows: (1) simplified requirements for documents to be presented regarding the purpose of the journey for additional categories of applicants; (2) clarification of the provisions on the period of validity of multiple-entry visas for certain categories of applicants; (3) the possibility of charging a fee of EUR 70 in case of urgent applications is introduced for cases, where based on the distance between the applicant's place of residence and the place where the application has been submitted, the applicant has requested that a decision on the application be taken within three days of its submission; (4) a full waiving of the visa fee for additional categories of applicants; (5) the requirement that appointments for lodging an application, where required, shall, as a rule, take place within a period of two weeks from the date when the appointment was requested;

(6) an exemption from the visa requirement for short stays for the citizens of Ukraine who are holders of biometric service passports.



	Draft Law “On amendments to certain legislative acts of Ukraine concerning prevention and combating discrimination in Ukraine” (No. 2342-1 of 5 March 2013, MP I. Miroshnychenko, MP O. Myrnyy)
	Sent to the MPs for review on 7 March 2013
	The explanatory note to the draft states that it is alternative to the draft Law No. 2342 prepared and submitted by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine.
The draft also introduces “Ukrainophobia” as a separate form of discrimination.


	Draft Law “On amendments to the Code of Ukraine on administrative offences (regarding responsibility enhancement of employers for acts of discrimination in the employment area)” (No. 2427 of 1 March 2013, MP A. Yatsenyuk, MP P. Petrenko, MP S. Kubiv, MP V. Shkvarylyuk)
	Sent to the MPs for review on 5 March 2013
	The draft establishes responsibility of employers for any form of discrimination in the area of employment including determination of recruitment requirements contradicting anti-discrimination standards.


	Draft Law “On amendments to the Code of Ukraine on administrative offenses concerning responsibility determination for acts of xenophobia, anti-Semitism, racial, religious and other forms of intolerance” (No. 2549 of 18 March 2013, MP H.Moskal)
	Sent to the MPs for review on 19 March 2013
	The draft determines as administrative offences such actions as making inscriptions in public places, production and distribution of printed, audio and video materials, information of xenophobic, anti-Semitic and discriminatory nature, use of fascist symbols.

	OTHER LEGAL ACTS

	CMU Resolution “On issuance of visas to foreigners and stateless persons participating in the World Youth Championship in Athletics in 2013 to entry Ukraine and carrying out border control for the period of its preparation and conduction” (No. 140 of 6 March 2013)
	Entered into force on 19 March 2013
	The document lists certain measures aimed at facilitation of visa issuance and border control for the participants of the Championship, including expedient processing of visa applications, visa fee waiver, using fast lanes at the border and others.



	CMU Resolution “On amendments to the CMU Resolutions No. 1983 of 26 December 2002” (No. 142 of 6 March 2013)
	Entered into force on 19 March 2013
	Amendments include a provision for immigration quota for victims of trafficking who have been residing in Ukraine for three consequent years from the date of obtaining VoT status.


	Decree of the President “On the decision of the National Security and Defense Council of 12 March 2013 “On the high priority measures aimed at European integration of Ukraine” (No. 127/2013 of 12 March 2013)
	Entered into force on 15 March 2013
	The enacted Decision requires the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine to ensure adoption of legal acts envisaged by the EU-Ukraine Action Plan on Visa Liberalisation among other measures with the view to finalise conclusion of the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement in 2013.



	Decree of the President “On the National action plan for 2013 aimed at implementation of the Program of economic reforms for 2010-2014 “Wealthy society, competitive economy, efficient state” (No. 128/2013 of 12 March 2013)
	Entered into force on 14 March 2013
	Section 84 of the National action plan foresees a number of measures for simplification of administrative services provided by the State Migration Service of Ukraine, including issuance of domestic and international passports, registration of place of residence and place of stay.


	Decree of the President “On temporary introduction of visa-free regime for citizens of the Republic of Macedonia” (No. 140/2013 of 15 March 2013)
	Enters into force on 5 April 2013
	Citizens of Macedonia can enter, transit and stay in Ukraine for the period of up to 90 days without obtaining visa. The visa-free regime is introduced for a two-year period.



	Order of the State Migration Service of Ukraine “On approval of the informational and technological cards for provision of administrative services by the SMS” (No. 48 of 11 March 2013)
	Entered into force on 11 March 2013
	The document contains consolidated information on procedural aspects of provision of administrative services with regard to issuance of identification documents (passports, refugee’s ID). This information should be available for general public at the places of provision of administrative services (regional SMS departments).


	Draft Order of the MIA of Ukraine “On approval of the Procedure of maintenance by the State Migration Service of Ukraine of the referral information registry of interpreters”
	Published for public consultations on 6 March 2013
	The legal act, when officially adopted, will become a basis for establishment of a registry of interpreters from different languages which can be promptly contacted by the state authorities for ensuring translation/interpretation in procedures involving refugees and other migrants who do not speak the Ukrainian language.


