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	LAWS

	· Draft Law on identification documents (No 10036 of 10.02.2012; MPs: Valeriy Konovaliuk, Volodymyr Moisyk, Iryna Berezhna);
· Draft Law on identification documents (No 10036-1 of 20.02.2012; CMU)
	On 14 March 2012 the VRU Committee on Human Rights, National Minorities and Inter-ethnical relations recommended two drafts to be included into the VRU’s agenda and to be adopted in the first reading. However, later on 20 March 2012, during the parliamentary session, the drafts were excluded from the VRU’s agenda.  
	The drafts are aimed at defining the legal framework for issuing machine-readable biometric travel documents, in compliance with ICAO standards. The previous Law on Documents Identifying a Person and Confirming Citizenship of Ukraine after its adoption on 23 September 2011 has been vetoed by the Presidents and further rejected by MPs. International organizations, NGOs and Ukrainian experts judged this Law to be incompatible with European and international standards.  The new wording of the Law was elaborated to bring it in compliance with the international standards. 

	Law of Ukraine amending the Law “On the legal status of Ukrainians living abroad”(No 4381-17 of 09.02.2012)
	Will enter into force on 06.06.2012
	The Law establishes the grounds for cooperation with Ukrainians living abroad, namely: 
- ensuring internationally recognized rights and freedoms;

- solving the problems of consolidation of the Ukrainian nation;
- satisfying national and cultural demands of Ukrainians living abroad;
- cooperation with other states to ensure rights and freedoms of Ukrainians living abroad, etc. According to the draft, implementation of the state policy on Ukrainians living abroad is the competence of a special central executive body.
It is envisaged that a “foreign Ukrainian” legally residing on the territory of Ukraine enjoys the same rights and freedoms as Ukrainian citizens (with some exceptions provided by law and international agreements). Ukrainians living abroad who possess the relevant status are enabled to work in Ukraine on equal footing with the citizens of Ukraine. Every year the special quotas shall be established to guarantee their accession to higher educational establishments of Ukraine. 

	Draft Law amending Art.  9 of the Law of Ukraine "On the citizenship of Ukraine" (concerning improvement of  the conditions on accession to the citizenship of Ukraine)(No 9728 of 01.02.2012, CMU)
	Currently the VRU’s Committee on Human Rights, National Minorities and Inter-ethnical Relations prepares the opinion re this draft Law. 
	The Draft Law suggests the following amendments: 

-  amendments to the Law “On the citizenship of Ukraine” aimed at elimination of dual citizenship;
- amendments to a number of laws aimed at establishing restrictions for persons who possess a dual citizenship concerning holding public posts.    
  

	OTHER LEGISLATIVE ACTS

	Presidential Decree on certain issues of the Commission on strengthening of democracy and acknowledgment of the rule of law (No168/2012 of 01.03.2012)
	Approved on 01.03.2012
	Maryna Stavniychuk and Serhiy Holovatyi are approved as co-heads of the Commission.

	
	
	

	Presidential Decree “Issues of promotion of civil society’s development in Ukraine” 
 (No32/2012 of 25.01.2011)

	Entered into force on 01.02.2012
	Maryna Stavniychuk is approved as a Head of the Coordination Council on the civil society’s development.


	CMU Decree approving the Regulation on the certificate of a person in need of complimentary protection in Ukraine
 (No196 of 14.03.2012)


	Entered into force on 23.03.2012
	The Regulation defines requirements concerning the blank of the certificate, its content, procedure of receiving, etc. Adoption of the Regulation is prescribed by the Law of Ukraine “On Refugees and Persons in need of Complementary or Temporary Protection in Ukraine”.


	CMU Decree approving the Regulation on the travel document of a person granted with complimentary protection in Ukraine
 (No197 of 14.03.2012)


	Entered into force on 26.03.2012
	The Regulation defines requirements concerning the blank of the travel document, its content, procedure of receiving, etc. Adoption of the Regulation is prescribed by the Law of Ukraine “On Refugees and Persons in need of Complementary or Temporary Protection in Ukraine”.


	CMU Decree approving the Regulation on the certificate of the person granted with temporary protection in Ukraine (No199 of 14.03.2012)

	Entered into force on 23.03.2012
	The Regulation defines requirements concerning the blank of the certificate, its content, procedure of receiving, etc. Adoption of the Regulation is prescribed by the Law of Ukraine “On Refugees and Persons in need of Complementary or Temporary Protection in Ukraine”.


	CMU Decree approving the Regulation on the refugee’s certificate (No202 of 14.03.2012)

	Entered into force on 23.03.2012
	The Regulation defines requirements concerning the blank of the refugee’s certificate, its content, procedure of receiving, etc. Adoption of the Regulation is prescribed by the Law of Ukraine “On Refugees and Persons in need of Complementary or Temporary Protection in Ukraine”.


	CMU Decree approving the Regulation on the travel document of a refugee 
14.03.2012 № 203 (No203 of 14.03.2012)


	Entered into force on 23.03.2012
	The Regulation defines requirements concerning the blank of the travel document, its content, procedure of receiving, etc. The term of validity of the travel document is the same as that of the refugee’s certificate. Adoption of the Regulation is prescribed by the Law of Ukraine “On Refugees and Persons in need of Complementary or Temporary Protection in Ukraine”.


	MoI Decree approving the Regulation on the Migration Control Police

 (No142 of 20.02.2012)
	Entered into force on 30.03.2012
	According to the document, a Migration Control Police is an integral part of the MoI system, functionally subordinated to SMS, accountable to and controlled by MoI. The Department is funded from the state budget costs, prescribed for combatting irregular migration, as well as from other budget costs envisaged for SMS. The Department has been created in accordance with para 3 of the Presidential Decree “Issues of the State Migration Service of Ukraine” to ensure performing the SMS’s duties on combatting irregular migration, registration of persons, issuing identification documents (IOM’s analysis of the document was prepared).

	CMU Decree approving  the Regulation on prolongation of the term of residence and prolongation/shortening of the term of temporary residence of foreigners and stateless persons on the territory of Ukraine (No 150 of 15.02.2012)
	Entered into force on 07.03.2012
	According to the Regulation, foreigners and stateless persons legally residing on the territory of Ukraine are allowed to temporary stay in the country on the following grounds:

· Within the term defined by a valid visa;

· Not more than 90 days within 180 days from the date of the first entry (if originated from the country with a free visa regime with Ukraine);
· Within the period defined by visa but not more than 90 days within 180 days from the date of the first entry with visa issued before 11 September 2011.

	CMU Decree approving the Procedure of considering applications of  foreigners and stateless persons about assisted voluntary return (No 179 of 07.03.2012)
	Entered into force on 23.03.2012
	The Decree establishes the procedure of applying for assistance voluntary return in Ukraine, the term of considering of the applications, informing of applicants, logistic issues, etc. Adoption of the procedure is envisaged by the Law of Ukraine “On the legal status of foreigners and stateless persons” (Art. 25 of this Law established the AVR in Ukraine). 

	State Programme for Countering Human Trafficking till 2015 
	Approved on 21 March 2012
	The text will be available soon. 

	New wording of the Regulation of the High Administrative Court of Ukraine “On the court practice on litigation re status of refugees, persons in need of complimentary or temporary protection in Ukraine, forced return and forced expulsion of foreigners and stateless persons from Ukraine and their stay in Ukraine
	Approved on 16 March 2012
	The majority of recommendations IOM has provided to this document have been taken into account. According to the new Regulation, VoTs cannot be expelled from Ukraine. The document also includes the provisions of the recently adopted Law of Ukraine “On Combatting Trafficking in Human Beings”, Law of Ukraine “On the Legal Status of Foreigners and Stateless Persons”, Law of Ukraine “On Refuges and Persons in Need of Complementary and Temporary Protection”, etc.


