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The International
Organization for Migration
(IOM) is committed to the
principle that humane and
orderly migration benefits
migrants and society. As
the leading international
organization in the field
of migration, IOM acts
with its partners in the
international community
to assist in meeting the
growing operational
challenges of migration
management, advance
understanding of migration
issues, encourage social
and economic development
through migration, and
uphold human dignity and
the well-being of migrants.
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The Minister of Economic Development of ARC Mrs. Svitlana Verba and the IOM
Chief of Mission Mr. Manfred Profazi exchanging agreements

Ukraine’s Chief of Mission Manfred Profazi. “The
Memorandum shows that the Government of ARC
has recognized the importance of the subject and we
look forward to working with them on improving their
migration management,” he added.

IOM is currently engaged in counter-trafficking and community development programmes in Crimea, implemented in partnership
with local authorities and NGOs. Inter alia, with the support of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and the
Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, IOM is contributing to the establishment of the National Referral Mechanism for Assisting
Victims of Trafficking in the Autonomous Republic. Under the Programme, funded by the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation, IOM is preventing human trafficking through social work and community mobilization. Jointly with the Republic of
Korea, IOM supports economic and social integration of ethnic Koreans in ARC, as well as in other southern regions of Ukraine.

New Steps in Cooperation
with Ukrainian Ombudsman’s office
The interaction between IOM and the Ukrainian
Ombudsman’s Office, which was formalized in the
Agreement of Cooperation signed earlier this year,
is further intensified. IOM was appointed a member
of the Consultative Board of the Ombudsman’s
Office. A renewed Memorandum of Understanding
between IOM and the Ombudsman’s Office was
signed, aiming to broaden the scope of cooperation
based on the mutually shared priority of countering
discrimination. Both institutions are actively working
towards the protection of human rights and freedoms
of migrants and countering xenophobia, ethnic and
racial intolerance.

The Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for
Human Rights Ms. Valeriia Lutkovska
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Mission in Ukraine

iom reaching out to ukrainian Libraries
the National Parliamentary Library of Ukraine, the
Ukrainian Library Association, the USAID Parliamentary
Development Programme II, the Public Affairs Section
of the U.S. Embassy, and others. Over 500 librarians
from around the country participated in this event. They
had an opportunity to share experience of cooperation
with the state institutions, NGOs and international
organizations, to get exposed to new formats of
presentations, workshops and trainings, as well as to
communicate and establish contacts with potential
partners.
Librarians rushed to get copies of IOM Ukraine’s publications

IOM colleagues specializing in counter-trafficking and
counteracting xenophobia took part in a library fair
in “Ukrainskyi Dim” in Kyiv to reach out to a broader
audience through the distribution of handouts and
publications to librarians from all over Ukraine, who
would share them with their readers.
The fair was organized by the Bibliomist programme,
supported by the Ministry of Culture of Ukraine,

Informing the wider public about migration issues being
a key component of IOM’s work in Ukraine, the Mission
appreciated this opportunity to establish contacts with
the libraries willing to educate their readers on the
issues of cultural diversity and trafficking prevention.
Participants of the fair showed great interest in getting
IOM’s counter-trafficking materials and learning
about the IOM-adapted model of Living Library, an
interactive event that puts a human face on the idea
of multiculturalism through starting conversations
between people from different backgrounds.

digital technologies introduced
for the benefit of migrants’ health
IOM Ukraine’s Migration Health Department has set up a digital X-ray
machine, which currently is the most advanced of this kind in Ukraine. The
digital X-ray has many advantages in comparison to the regular system.
The quality of the image is superior therefore enhancing the diagnostic
process. Digital X-ray also reduces the patient’s exposure to radiation. In
addition to that, it is environment-friendly as it does not use chemical
processing of the films. Images are immediately available to view and can
be easily shared with another doctor, stored on a computer’s database,
and easily retrieved if necessary. The new X-ray was purchased upon
request of resettlement countries which are changing to modern digital
technologies in healthcare. The acquisition of such equipment is a
milestone for IOM Ukraine as benefits of the most modern technologies
are brought directly to migrants and the communities they live in.

Five years of countering
Racism and Xenophobia celebrated

Project funded by

Embassy
of the Federal Republic of Germany
Kiev

South
African
Embassy

Representatives of Ukrainian NGOs, state bodies,
migrant communities, diplomatic institutions
and human rights organizations gathered in Kyiv
to celebrate the 5th Anniversary of the Diversity
Initiative (DI), a voluntary network combating
racism and xenophobia in Ukraine, co-chaired by
the International Organization for Migration (IOM)
and the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR).
The achievements of five years of monitoring
and reporting on hate crimes, advocacy with the
government and promoting cultural diversity
throughout Ukraine were recalled and discussions
held on how to move the Network forward in order to
address the current challenges: hate speech in media,
lack of official reporting on hate crimes, prejudice
against Africans and Muslims, Roma integration etc.
The “Diversity Camp”was financially supported by the
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany and the
Embassy of the Republic of South Africa in Ukraine.
“What often begins as a softer expression of dislike
and intolerance can develop into institutionalized
discrimination, hatred, verbal and physical abuse,
hate crimes which constitute a serious threat to
the overall protection environment and hamper
integration of refugees, asylum seekers and migrants
into the host society,” noted UNHCR Deputy Regional
Representative for Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine
Mr. Vanno Noupech opening the “Diversity Camp”.

An old X-ray image

Since 1997 IOM Ukraine’s Migration Health Department provided health
assessment services to about 200,000 migrants for the purpose of
resettlement, international employment, enrolment in specific assistance
programmes, or for obtaining a temporary or permanent visa. Currently
IOM Ukraine conducts migrants’ health assessments for Australia, Canada,
New Zealand and the U.S.
A digital X-ray image
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Mission in Ukraine

According to IOM Chief of Mission Mr. Manfred
Profazi, “migrants constitute a particularly
vulnerable group often being blamed for political,
social and economic problems not of their making.”
At the same time, stated Mr. Profazi, “there are
more Ukrainians living and working abroad than
foreigners in Ukraine. Reciprocal good treatment in
the spirit of fellowship and understanding is key to
making sure that all migrants live without fear of
violence and enjoy access to the internationalhuman
rights for which they are entitled, whether it is a
Ukrainian construction worker in Portugal or an
African student in Ukraine.”

East European Development Institute Chair Dr. Mridula Ghosh, leaders
of the African Council in Ukraine Issa Sadio Diallo and Mohammed Sesay
facilitating the discussion about Diversity Initiative prospects

The Head of the Consular and Legal Department of
the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany
in Ukraine Mr. Kurt Stoeckl-Stillfried noted that
xenophobia is a common danger for many societies
today: “It takes root where there is a lack of
knowledge, where there is prejudice, where people
don’t interact.”
Conversely, the “Diversity Camp” laid ground for
discussion, the sharing of knowledge and interaction
between migrants, visible minorities, the Ukrainian
Government, and educational institutions, thereby
supporting the on-going development of Ukrainian
society as free, culturally diverse and respectful of
the human rights of all.
The Diversity Initiative was formed in 2007 responding to
an increase in the number of suspected racially motivated
attacks in Ukraine. The Network was co-founded by IOM,
UNHCR, Amnesty International and other concerned civil
society organizations. DI strives to uphold the human
dignity and well-being of migrants, asylum seekers,
refugees and visible minorities in Ukraine. It currently
includes over 65 organizations from the international,
civil, corporate, and government sectors as well as
diplomatic missions and interested individuals. In 2011
the USA-based non-profit international organization
Human Rights First named DI as one of three international
best practices for combating hate crime.
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IOM ON THE PITCH

Role of Sport in Countering
Xenophobia in Ukraine Discussed
with UN Under-Secretary-General

Mission in Ukraine

IOM Ukraine Joins
Human Rights Days in Euro Village
IOM participated in the European Village initiative
to promote human rights in the framework of this
interactive street event arranged in the context of
Euro 2012.
Under the Friendship Arch in the centre of Kyiv, IOM
had an opportunity to present its exhibition of comics,
telling the stories of victims of trafficking, screened
the video version of its play “At Home in Ukraine”,
based on real life stories of migrants, and interacted
with visitors to promote the message that everyone,
including vulnerable migrants, should be able to fully
enjoy human rights.

At the initiative of the UN Resident Coordinator,
Mr. Lemke met Ukrainian non-governmental
organizations working in this sphere and united
under the Diversity Initiative (DI), a network of over
60 organizations, co-chaired by the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and IOM.
Mr. Lemke shared his vision on how sport can be
used for promoting cultural diversity on a global
level, and learned about the activities of the DI
members. Representatives of the African Council of
Ukraine, the Congress of National Minorities, the
International Roma Women Foundation Chirikli and
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IOM-produced comics telling human trafficking stories based on
survivors real testimonies attracted attention of the Eurovillage visitors

Joining the Euro Village discussions, IOM colleagues
also took part in a round table discussion on gender
in border and law-enforcement agencies, organized in
the Euro Village by the EU Border Assistance Mission
to Moldova and Ukraine (EUBAM).

Mr. Wilfried Lemke, UN Under-Secretary-General (centre), Mr. Gaspar Bergman, Advisor on
the UN Common Country Programming (right), and Mr. Manfred Profazi, IOM Ukraine Chief of
Mission (left), listening to NGOs’ ideas on promoting cultural diversity through sport

At the final days of the EURO 2012 football tournament
in Ukraine and Poland, the United Nations (UN)
Under-Secretary-General and Special Adviser to the
UN Secretary-General on Sport for Development
and Peace Mr. Wilfried Lemke visited Kyiv. As the
issues of sport, migration and cultural diversity are
traditionally connected in global context, Mr. Lemke,
inter alia, had an opportunity to learn firsthand how
the rights of migrants are protected and racism and
xenophobia are addressed in Ukraine.

IOM ON THE PITCH

No Borders Project of ”Social Action” Centre briefed
Mr. Lemke on their practices of promoting cultural
diversity through sport, for example through football
tournaments for mixed teams or between Africans
residing in Ukraine and staff of municipal and law
enforcement agencies.

The European Village is a German-Ukrainian initiative
supported by the European Union and the City of
Kyiv. Presenting Ukraine and Europe in an interactive
and entertaining way, the European Village 2012 was
aiming to improve the image of Ukraine and Kyiv
abroad and to present a colourful, diverse and exciting
country. Over 90,000 visitors came to the Eurovillage,
almost 80 per cent of them were Ukrainian nationals.

IOM handouts were distributed to everyone interested

The UNHCR Regional Representative Mr. Oldrich
Andrysek and IOM Ukraine’s Chief of Mission
Mr. Manfred Profazi briefed Mr. Lemke on the general
situation as regards to the rights of migrants and
asylum seekers in Ukraine, underlining some issues
that could be addressed jointly, such as improving
access of young migrants to sport activities to facilitate
their integration into society.
The UN Special Adviser on Sport leads the efforts of
the UN system at a high political level to promote
understanding and support for sport as a tool for
development and peace. Mr. Lemke, holding his
post since 2008, was in Ukraine for a two-day visit.
The programme of his stay included meetings with
senior Ukrainian governmental officials and the UN
Country Team.

International dance workshop was a great
opportunity to have fun and learn other cultures
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Breaking Stereotypes
of Child Begging

“Unfortunately, child begging is rarely seen as
what it is – a form of human trafficking,” says IOM
Ukraine’s Chief of Mission Manfred Profazi. “We
want to make people understand that sympathy
is what actually keeps these kids on the street in
Ukraine as well as in other European countries.”
Three IOM NGO partners – Donetsk Regional League
of Business and Professional Women, Way to Life

The EURO 2012 Football Championship did not
result in an increased level of human trafficking for
sexual or other forms of exploitation, concludes
IOM Ukraine upon results of its research on the link
between trafficking and the sporting event.

In Kyiv IOM staff and volunteers reached over 3,500 foreigners and
Ukrainians informing them about the real nature of child begging

(Kharkiv) and Women’s Perspectives (Lviv) – took
the lead in training state agencies and volunteers
of Euro-2012 on prevention of child exploitation in
begging, identification and referral of child victims of
trafficking. NGOs organized round-tables, seminars,
information sessions and presentations for social
services, law enforcement, civic groups, students
and other interested groups.
During the information campaign, over 500
representatives of local social services, child affairs
services, the State Border Guard Service, criminal
police on child affairs and other law enforcement
agencies, as well as over 1,500 volunteers of Euro2012 participated in regional trainings. Over 48,000
information leaflets were distributed to football
fans by IOM volunteers in Kharkiv, Donetsk and Lviv.

Children from socially disadvantaged families and those in state custody continue to be highly at-risk of being trafficked and
exploited inside Ukraine for begging, commercial sex, and production of pornography. From January 2000 till the end of June
2012, over 8,600 victims of trafficking received assistance through the IOM Mission in Ukraine. Out of them, 554 persons,
or over 6 per cent have been trafficked as minors (under 18 years of age). 21 per cent of underage trafficking survivors were
exploited in forced begging. Most children were forced to beg in Ukraine (40%) and in the Russian Federation (42%), either
sold or handed over to traffickers by their own parents/guardians.
Through IOM’s Reintegration Programme children can receive medical, psychological, educational, legal, financial and other
assistance, based on their individual needs and guided by the overall purpose of reinstating them in their rights, protecting
them from re-trafficking, and helping them find a vision for a future after their traumatizing experience.
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN UKRAINE DID NOT
SPIKE DURING EURO 2012, IOM REPORTS

Project funded by

Seeing begging children on the streets, few people
know who really gets the little money they make.
Even fewer think of exploitation and that they might
not be there on their own will. Child-begging in
Ukraine is a form of trafficking less known among
the society than sexual or labour exploitation.
Aiming to sensitize the public to this problem, IOM
Ukraine conducted an awareness-raising campaign.
The campaign, which started on the Child Protection
Day, 1 July, and lasted during the days of EURO 2012
Football Championship, was focusing on football
fans visiting Donetsk, Kharkiv, Kyiv and Lviv.
The campaign was supported by the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID) and conducted
in partnership with state institutions and Ukrainian
NGOs. Its message was two-fold. First, IOM Ukraine
aimed to prevent tourists and local fans from
giving money to child beggars, as these children
are often victims of trafficking forced to hand over
any money they receive to their traffickers. Second,
the campaign publicized several free hotlines that
people can call in order to alert Ukrainian authorities
about child beggars, so that the children may be
rescued and referred to social services.

Mission in Ukraine

Before the start of EURO 2012 national
and international media outlets, Ukrainian
researchers and civil society activists, as well
as international experts, had warned about the
possibility of large numbers of women being
trafficked to or inside the country to feed
presumably high demand of football fans for
sexual services. This risk had also been included
in the security strategy for EURO 2012 and law
enforcement agencies had prepared contingency
plans to deal with such scenarios. According to
IOM, these concerns did not come true.
“There is still a big confusion between human
trafficking and prostitution. The interchangeable
use of those terms by the media and some experts
has led to false expectations and created an
anxious atmosphere, in which the real dangers
of human trafficking that Ukrainians face today,
such as labour exploitation, were not exposed.”
Ruth Krčmář, Coordinator of IOM Ukraine’s
Counter Trafficking Programme
Whereas law enforcement officials stated that they
have stopped several attempts of internal trafficking
in the months before the football tournament, no
human trafficking victims were identified during or
closely after the event in either of the four football
venues, Kyiv, Khakiv, Lviv and Donetsk by the police
or IOM’s partner NGOs who specialize on victim

assistance. IOM’s own and other organizations antitrafficking hotlines, which worked longer hours and
employed English speaking operators during the
EURO 2012, did also not register an increase in calls
and no “SOS” calls from victims or their relatives
were received.
According to IOM’s preliminary analysis there are
several reasons, why the feared scenarios did not
come true. Mainly, expectations for an increase
in demand for sexual services by football fans
were exaggerated. The awaited surge in human
trafficking was not based on previous experiences
and a thorough examination of factors facilitating
trafficking. Secondly, increased attention, high
preparedness and several pre-emptive actions by
law enforcement are likely to have had a deterring
effect on potential traffickers. Thirdly, preventive
efforts by civil society and media attention did
help raise awareness among possible clients and
potential victims.
IOM carried out similar monitoring during the
football World Cups in Germany in 2006 and
in South Africa in 2010. Their outcomes also
showed no increase of sexual exploitation during
the tournaments.
“The scare of increased human trafficking for
sexual exploitation comes up every time there is
a large sporting event on the horizon, although
our experience only reinforces earlier findings in
other countries. We hope that studies like ours will
eventually put an end to the myth, which results in
scarce counter-trafficking resources being spent on
one-off campaigns rather than long-term solutions
and victim assistance,” concludes Ms. Krčmář.

IOM Ukraine’s Counter Trafficking Programme works to prevent human trafficking, raise national capacities to fight the
phenomenon and protect its victims. Since 2000 more than 8,700 persons received holistic assistance under IOM’s reintegration
programme for victims of trafficking.
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Memorable Camp Vacation for
Children of Trafficking survivors

Mission in Ukraine
Project funded by

A summer camp for children of victims of trafficking was organized in Vinnytsia region by the NGO Dzherelo
Nadii and local scouts association with the support of IOM Ukraine, Caritas Charitable Foundation, and the
Royal Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. During their ten-day stay children were camping, attending
handcrafts classes, practicing sports and going through the psychological trainings to learn how to deal with
conflict and stressful situations, be self-confident and make friends.

FRANKLY SPEAKING

“Ukrainian judges have become much
more serious about human trafficking”
Interview with an experienced anti-trafficking lawyer

Project funded by

Children of victims of trafficking need special attention because of a traumatic experience they have gone
through together with their families. With their parents facing psychological, social and economic challenges,
such children are also becoming vulnerable. Due to the lack of parental care in the past, they might need
assistance in reestablishing contacts within their family and learning how to feel safe in the society.
Each day in the camp was concluded by singing songs and playing games at a traditional bonfire. When the
vacation was over, nobody wanted to leave, so strong were the friendships and team spirit born in the camp.
Hennadii Herasymenko lecturing at an
IOM-organized law enforcement seminar

Sports in a forest was an exciting alternative
to standard physical training lessons

Traditional camp fire

Flag raising ceremony as promising start of a day

Camp members enjoyed yogging

In the summer of 2012, with support from the U.S.
Department of State, IOM Ukraine conducted a series
of workshops for officers of the territorial subdivisions
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, engaged
in combating human trafficking, as well as prosecutors
and judges. Experts of the Ministry of Internal Affairs,
General Prosecutor’s Office of Ukraine, judges and
lawyers with extensive experience of processing cases
of human trafficking shared their experience with
workshop participants. Among the speakers was a lawyer
from Kharkiv, Hennadii Herasymenko. Since 2001, he
represented the interests of nearly 200 men and women
who suffered from sexual and labour exploitation. Given
his extensive experience, IOM asked Mr. Herasymenko’s
opinion on improvement of mechanisms for combating
human trafficking in Ukraine.
Few traffickers get relevant punishment in Ukraine.
What needs to change for criminal cases on human
trafficking to be adjudicated proportionally to the
gravity of the offence?
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Without sufficient evidence the courts are unable to issue
a reasonable judgment. Quite often the exploitation,
coercion, blackmail etc. of victims take place outside of
Ukraine. Therefore, in order to effectively collect evidence
it is necessary to improve the cooperation between law
enforcement bodies of Ukraine and the countries of
destination of human trafficking, including at the regional
level. By way of example I can describe the cooperation

between the law enforcement bodies in Volyn oblast of
Ukraine and the police in the Lublin region of Poland in the
framework of the relevant Intergovernmental Protocol,
which led to several successful convictions of traffickers.
The experience of timely response to transnational crimes
gained in the western border regions of Ukraine should
be used in the East of the country, too. For example,
between Luhansk and Kharkiv oblasts of Ukraine on the
one side, and Rostov, Belgorod and Moscow oblasts of
Russia on the other. The Russian Federation is currently
the main destination country for sexual and labour
exploitation of Ukrainian citizens.
When cases of trafficking of Ukrainians for sexual
exploitation are being prosecuted in the EU countries,
the criminal cases initiated in Ukraine are usually
accompanied by proceedings initiated on the territory
of these states. The organizers of human trafficking are
simultaneously prosecuted in Ukraine and in Europe, the
materials of investigation are used reciprocally. Given such
an interaction there is no illogical and unsubstantiated
interruption of investigation in the country from which
the people were trafficked.
By the way, the new Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine,
which will be implemented from November 2012,
envisages the possibility to establish joint operational and
investigation teams for documenting and investigating
transnational crimes, including human trafficking.
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FRANKLY SPEAKING

Ukraine’s internal problem is a shortage of funds
for travel of investigators to gather evidence
abroad including the Russian Federation, the main
country of destination.

The U.S. Department of State in its recent report
on human trafficking criticized Ukraine for a large
number of unreasonably lenient sentences. Is this
related only to the difficulties in gathering evidence
in other countries, or are there other reasons?
Probably, there are also subjective aspects. As
stated in the law, in passing the verdict the judges
are guided by law and their legal consciousness.
And the legal consciousness of the whole Ukrainian
society sometimes is not yet ready to accept that
trafficking really is a grave and especially grave
type of crime with very high social danger.
What are most common obstacles for bringing all
members of the trafficking network to justice?
More than half of my caseload were cases of human
trafficking for sexual and labour exploitation
of Ukrainian citizens to Russia. In most cases,
there are no claims against them with local law
enforcement. This is a serious problem.
Is compensation granted by the Ukrainian courts
for moral and material damages to victims of
human trafficking adequate?
The size of damage is first and foremost determined
by the victims themselves. If the damage is
appraised too low, the task of the lawyer is to
advise the victim to file for an adequate amount.
But generally people understand that if the
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IOM ASSISTS UKRAINIAN RETURNEES
TO ESCAPE VIOLENCE IN SYRIA

What are the greatest challenges in investigating
human trafficking on an international level?

As for the Russian side, it would be very helpful
if the law enforcement officers of the Russian
Federation were focused on the fulfillment of
requests for assistance coming from Ukraine. It
is clear that Ukrainian investigators wouldn’t ask
Russian counterparts for something reckless. But
it is necessary to at least examine the crime scene.
This procedure does not even require a court
approval.

Mission in Ukraine

God’s will we have survived. I will never go back there until
it all stops,” she says.
At the end of June, the Ukrainian Embassy in Damascus
approached IOM to help Natalia and her children. “They
were among the first Ukrainians referred to us. When
embassies ask us to help vulnerable stranded migrants to
return to their countries of origin from Syria, we work with
the local authorities to make it happen,” says IOM Syria Chief
of Mission Maria Rumman. As of September 2012, IOM was
resettling refugees and repatriating vulnerable foreigners
from Syria despite periodic airport and road closures and
intermittent fighting in Damascus.

offenders are convicted, there are no mechanisms
for redress. For example, there is no property of
the defendants that is subject to confiscation.
The victims realize that there will be no actual
redress and usually want a small, but realistic
compensation.
Did you come across situations during the pretrial and judicial investigation where victims
themselves came under attack or were even
considered as accomplices in a crime?
This problem was quite relevant five or more years
ago. Even in view of the court, female victims of
sexual exploitation were perceived as you know
who. Previously I had a feeling that my clients
would be moved to the defendants’ bench and
the defendants into the hall. But the situation has
changed. Of course, lawyers of those accused of
human trafficking may try to impose responsibility
for what happened onto the victims. But the judges
now treat the cases of human trafficking much
more seriously.
In the framework of agreements with the Ministry
of Internal Affairs and General Prosecutor’s Office of
Ukraine, IOM cooperates with law enforcement in
capacity building on investigation and prosecution
of trafficking related crimes. IOM Ukraine assists in
strengthening coordination with law enforcement of
the countries of destination, resource management,
provision of equipment, and the development of
a witness/victim protection system. IOM Ukraine
also provides legal support to victims of trafficking
and elaborates to the development of respective
legislation, for example the Law on Counter Trafficking
adopted in 2011.

Natalia says she is grateful to the Ukrainian Consul in
Damascus who did his best to help her family and to IOM.
“Our return also wouldn’t be possible without IOM,” she
says. According to Natalia, many Ukrainian women live
in Deir ez-Zor and are married to Syrians who studied in
Ukrainian universities.
Natalia, her daughter Lina and sons Andrei and Mizger are met by IOM Ukraine’s
Airport Assistant Serhii Okunevskii on arrival in Kyiv

It is late when Natalia and her three children enter the
arrival hall of Kyiv Boryspil airport, exhausted after their long
journey from Damascus, but safe. Natalia is one of a hundred
Ukrainians whom IOM has helped to escape the conflict in
Syria as of September 2012. She and her kids, aged seven,
nine and eleven, underwent a traumatic experience and will
need time to recover.
Natalia’s family used to live in the suburbs of the city of Deir
ez-Zor. A few years ago her Syrian husband went to study in
Ukraine and when the conflict in Syria began, found himself
unable to return home.

“Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs is doing its best to assist
those who are willing to return, and is grateful to IOM for
its help in moving Ukrainians, especially Ukrainian women,
out of Syria,” says Head of the MFA Directorate General for
Information Policy Oleh Voloshyn. As of September 2012,
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs alone evacuated over 230
Ukrainian citizens from Syria.
“After the successful evacuation of a number of Ukrainians from
Libya last year, IOM will continue to help Ukraine evacuate
vulnerable Ukrainian citizens who want to leave Syria.”
Manfred Profazi, IOM Ukraine Chief of Mission

When the violence reached their neighborhood, Natalia
decided to go back to Ukraine. But her first attempt to get to
the Ukrainian Embassy in Damascus nearly ended tragically,
when a bomb exploded less than 100 metres from their car.

As of September 2012, IOM assisted to relocate
about 1,000 third-country nationals. Ukrainians were
ranking fourth in this list. Among those who received
IOM assistance in their return to Ukraine, some were
particularly vulnerable, including a pregnant lady and an
81-year-old paralyzed woman.

At their second attempt, the family managed to get to
Damascus, but on their way back, armed men stopped
their taxi and threatened to kill Natalia and her kids because
of suspicions about other passengers. When recalling this
incident, Natalia needs a couple of minutes to calm down:
“I was so scared! So scared because of the kids! Only by

The violence in Syria that started in 2011 has already taken more
than 20,000 lives according to UN estimates. Over 230,000
Syrians have become refugees. IOM response to the crisis
includes evacuation assistance to third country nationals and
support to Syrian refugees.
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“Freedom is like oxygen. You can’t live without it”
IOM prepares refugees for a new life in the United States

Mission in Ukraine

“3D” integration idea from IOM
3D is known from cinema as a visual effect that allows
spectators to feel as if they were part of a story and
experience it together with the heroes. But do we feel that
immigrants are present in our lives? Do we feel like we are
living together with them in one country?
Usually, the presence of immigrants is limited to ordinary
questions such as “Where are you from?” and “Why are
you here?” that have sometimes been the precursors of
violent attacks in Ukraine, accompanied by shouts of “Go
home!” and “Ukraine for Ukrainians!”

Mahnaz is one of those assisted by IOM to take first
steps in her new life in the United States. Originating
from the Middle East, she faced troubles in her
homeland because of her faith and family issues. The
divorced Christian woman says the main thing she is
expecting from moving to the U.S. is freedom: “It is
like oxygen. You can’t live without it.”

but didn’t feel safe here. Being very cautious, he had
friends only in the church the family belongs to. “He
is studying English and reading a lot. I always buy him
books as presents. As we say in our homeland: “The
best friend after God and mother is a book.” The son of
Mahnaz wishes to enroll in a university as soon as they
arrive to the U.S., to study law or medicine.

Within the project, funded by the Bureau of Democracy,
Human Rights and Labour of the US Department of
State, and aiming to combat xenophobia and racism
in Ukraine and Russia, IOM had put these questions to
a more constructive use in a booklet (http://iom.org.
ua/en/pdf/Stories_Comp_b5_F_s.pdf) and a theatre
performance “At Home in Ukraine”. The purpose of the
project is to provide an insight into the hopes, dreams,
fears and experiences of representatives of migrant and
ethnic minority communities living in various regions of
Ukraine. IOM gives Ukrainians an opportunity not just to
read migrants’ stories, but to experience their lives. This
“3D” model of knowing thoughts, words and deeds can
foster trust to immigrants, enabling them to be a part of
Ukrainian society.

“We are looking forward to the opportunities to work
and study. In America if you want to do something you
can find a way,” says Mahnaz, also appreciating the
U.S. for being a multicultural country. “So many people
from different nations are living there and nobody can
say “Oh, you are a foreigner!”
“Many thanks to IOM, UNHCR, HIAS, Ukrainian
charitable foundation “Rokada”. They are really
working for refugees.”
Mahnaz, United States Refugee Admission
Programme beneficiary

Mahnaz says most of her thoughts are about her son,
who is over 20 years old by now. He liked Ukraine
The IOM Constitution recognizes the link between migration and economic, social and cultural development, as well as the right of freedom
of movement. In accordance with these principals, the U.S. Refugee Admission Programme (USRAP), funded by the Department of State /
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration, is one of the largest continuing activities of IOM, currently operating in over 40 countries.
Since 1996, IOM Ukraine has organized travel for over 62,000 persons in the framework of the USRAP, including cases of family reunification.
Beneficiaries are referred to IOM by other organizations, mostly UNHCR.
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Project funded by

Participants of the pre-departure training appreciate its
interactive character and friendly atmosphere

IOM Ukraine is assisting in cultural orientation
session for people enrolled in the United States
Refugee Admission Programme. The latest of these
sessions took place in July at the IOM office in Kyiv.
The participants of interactive trainings are thirdcountry nationals planning to move to the U.S. During
the session they become acquainted with American
traditions, legal rules, healthcare, the education
system, etc. The knowledge received at the training
should help them to become fully integrated members
of the American society, able to take care of their
health, safety and welfare.

GIVING MIGRATION A HUMAN FACE

Theodoryna performing in the play “At Home in Ukraine”

Theodoryna and Elzara are among the heroes of the IOM
project. Their life stories were included in the booklet.
They also volunteered to be amateur actors on the theatre

Elzara, project participant

performance that enables the audience to experience
migrant stories through the medium of art.
Elzara is a Crimean Tatar whose parents returned to
Crimea from Uzbekistan, where they had been deported
during the Soviet Union. “Although I was born in Tashkent,
my motherland is Ukraine, in particular Crimea”, she says.
Elzara is an active member of the Kyiv Tolerance Club
under Congress of the National Minorities of Ukraine
and had participated in various events to promote the
idea of open dialogue with different cultures among
youth. “I love working with kids,” says the girl. “Adults
often have preconceptions and biases which can
hinder communication between different nationalities.
Sometimes they find it difficult to explain why they are
unable to find a common language with those who belong
to other cultures and nations.”
Theodoryna’s father is a Chadian national, while her
mother is Ukrainian. The girl was born in France, where
her father was studying. Later, they moved to the village
of her grandparents in Ukraine. Theodoryna actively
works in a non-governmental organization “The African
Council of Ukraine”, organizing many cultural events
and being a “book” within the Living Library projects, an
interactive event that puts a human face on the idea of
multiculturalism through starting conversations between
people from different backgrounds. Its model was adapted
by the IOM Mission in Ukraine in 2007.

IOM takes an active role in promoting cultural diversity in Ukraine, as migrants are able to contribute their wealth of knowledge,
ideas and experiences, only when the society accepts them. This is most successfully achieved by working with the youth and relating
the message in a dynamic way. Through art, music, cinema, the Internet and interactive events, the IOM invites the next generation
of Ukrainian men and women to see past stereotypes and experience the benefits of cultural diversity for themselves.
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Sixth Combating Human Trafficking
Awards Ceremony Announcement
On 4th December, IOM will host
the Sixth Combating Human
Trafficking Awards Ceremony
in Kyiv, which will recognize
individuals and organizations
in Ukraine that have made
outstanding contributions in the
fight against modern-day slavery.
Human trafficking continues to
be a pressing issue for Ukraine,
with thousands of Ukrainians
still falling prey to labour, sexual
and other forms of exploitation
each year. During the Ceremony,
awards will be presented to
individuals and organizations that
have demonstrated exemplary
dedication to combat trafficking
in human beings.

For more information please contact Ms. Anastasiia Ianovytska via
e-mail: aianovytska@iom.int or telephone: +380 44 568 50 15.
IOM Mission in Ukraine, 8 Mykhailivska Str., Kyiv 01001, Ukraine
Tel.: +38.044.568.50.15, Fax: +38.044.568.50.16
e-mail: iomkiev@iom.int, http://www.iom.org.ua

We are interested in your opinion – please provide your comments on this newsletter to: iomkievcomm@iom.int

