
• The total number  
of internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) from 
Crimea and eastern 
Ukraine is 1,458,502  
as of 28 September 2020,  
according to the Ministry  
of Social Policy of Ukraine. 

• IOM has assisted over 
524,000 vulnerable  
IDPs and people in need 
in 24 regions of Ukraine  
since 2014.

• As of 2 October 2020, there  
were 4,790 people 
confirmed to have  
COVID-19 in government-
controlled areas of eastern 
Ukraine. There were reportedly 
4,670 confirmed COVID-19 
cases in areas beyond  
government control,  
UN OCHA reports. 

• In her statement on the Inter-
national Day of Peace (celebrat-
ed annually on 21 September), 
the Humanitarian Coordinator 
in Ukraine Osnat Lubrani un-
derscored that for six months 
hundreds of thousands  
of vulnerable people in  
Donbas have not been able 
to receive their pensions,  
have severely depleted their 
resources and need urgent 
assistance to get through the 
upcoming seventh winter of 
the conflict. Ms. Lubrani also 
called upon all relevant actors 
to facilitate the safe crossing  
of contact line for more  
people with critical needs.
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YOUTH FROM DONETSK AND 
LUHANSK REGIONS STRIVE TO 
IMPROVE THEIR COMMUNITIES

”It’s not that people in our village are 
bad, they just have no other choice,” 
says Yevheniia, pointing at a 
garbage heap right near Mykolaivka 
(Volnovakha district, Donetsk 
Region). The waste is not collected 
here, so people are forced to dump 

it in a landfill or burn it, poisoning 
themselves and their children in the 
process.
“It doesn’t have to be this way,” 
decided Yevheniia . She is trying 
to convince her fellow villagers 
not to burn garbage and not 

As autumn sets in Donetsk and Luhansk regions, 100 young 
people from both areas, aged 18 to 35, have begun their 
professional courses to increase their knowledge in the IT 
sphere. This initiative is part of the IOM Japanese Government 
funded project which also provided IT equipment to the youth 
to help boost their careers. Some youth have decided they will 
apply the new knowledge and skills gained through volunteer 
efforts to benefit their communities. Today we will share 
with you the inspiring stories and projects of Yevheniia and 
Oleksandr.
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to dump it near the village. She 
promotes sorting and managed to 
install the f irst three containers 
for recyclable waste in the village. 
Moreover, she f ilms and shares 
videos to get as many people as 
possible aware of the Mykolaivka 
waste problem.
Yevheniia moved to the community 
in recent years. She grew up 
in Donetsk, and in 2014 she 
graduated from the university with 
a degree in biology, but with the 
beginning of the armed conflict 
she was forced to move to her 
relatives here, in Mykolaivka. For a 
city dweller, it was not easy to get 
used to rural life, but there were 
also advantages. “In a city, no one 
cares about anything, but here the 
community is like a family,” says 
Yevheniia. “Here everyone holds 
on to each other. After moving 
to Mykolaivka, I felt real mutual 
support and mutual assistance.”
In Mykolaivka Yevheniia got her 
first job as a school facilitator. Here 
she met her husband and had her 

daughter. Together with the public 
organization “Mykolaivka for its 
Future”, Yevheniia tries to solve the 
waste problem which impacts the 
village.
Yevheniia considers video a 
powerful tool to promote 
environmental awareness. Of 
course, she would like to film and 

edit more professionally — so 
the IOM educational grant was a 
great opportunity for her. Now 
Yevheniia is undergoing online 
training in video editing, so she 
can carry on her important work 
for the community on a brand-
new laptop provided by IOM, 
and of course build her pupils’ 
skills in video filming and editing 
someday.

Every day from eight to four 
Oleksandr pours concrete into 
molds. And only when his shift at 
Avdiivka concrete plant is over, does he 
finally have time for his true hobbies: 
graphic design, public activism, and 
most importantly — music rehearsals.
From the age of twelve, music has been 
Oleksandr’s long-standing passion. He 
is not the only one keen about it in 
the city. With dozens of bands and 
soloists in Avdiivka only and even 
more in the surrounding settlements, 
the local musical life is booming.
Recently, Oleksandr has taken on 
additional evening tasks by following 
online courses in graphic and 
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Ukrainian internally displaced persons 
struggle to overcome the sudden 
systemic shocks of COVID-19 
pandemic. Spending their modest 
savings and limiting expenses for 
food are among the coping strategies, 
revealed a survey presented by IOM 
and the Ministry for Reintegration of 
Temporarily Occupied Territories of 
Ukraine in Kyiv on 22 September. 
As many as 70 per cent of female-
headed displaced households with 
children stated in the IOM survey 
that they have enough money only 
for food or that the lower income 
compelled them to save on meals. 
This is also the harsh reality for 60 per 
cent of surveyed displaced households 
consisting only of persons aged 60 
and over, as well as for 60 per cent 
of respondents from families with 
people with disabilities. 
The average monthly income per 
internally displaced person (IDP) was 
UAH 3,350 (USD 125) as of June,  

COVID-19: ANOTHER ORDEAL  
FOR UKRAINE’s DISPLACED

Share of employed IDPs being placed on unpaid or partially paid leave 
during the quarantine

26 per cent lower than the minimum 
subsistence level calculated by the 
Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine. As 
a result, the number of respondents 
who stated that they had to spend 
their limited savings increased by one 
third, from 29 per cent in September 
2019 to 40 per cent in June 2020.
Almost a quarter (24%) of respondents 
confirmed they were placed on unpaid 
or partially paid leave throughout 

the quarantine period. This trend 
particularly affected women. 
While a half of the respondents 
confirmed relying on government 
support to IDPs, and 38 per cent 
indicated pensions as their key source 
of income, over one third (35%) of 
IDPs said they had problems with 
receiving social payments in April–June 
2020. The most frequently reported 
challenge, especially among the 

web design provided through the 
IOM Japanese-funded project. He 
has classes twice a week and there 
are often complicated home tasks 
to complete. Training is intensive: 
Oleksandr says that in the first three 
sessions he learned more than in a few 
years of watching YouTube lessons!
In cooperation with the public 
organization Muzychna Varta, 
Oleksandr has decided to volunteer 
his time to create an online platform 
that will unite local musicians: first 

from Avdiivka, and then, perhaps, 
from the whole region. The 
platform will serve to announce 
concerts, agree on a rehearsal 
base, share new records, find a 
musician for a new project, leaving 
music fans with endless possibilities 
to enhance their passion. 

Support for these initiatives is provided 
as part of the IOM project entitled 
“Addressing Urgent Humanitarian and 
Socioeconomic Needs of IDPs and 

Conflict-Affected Populations Along the 
Line of Contact in Eastern Ukraine” 
which is funded by the Government 
of Japan. The project supports the 
Government of Ukraine’s efforts on 
enhancing socioeconomic recovery 
in the region, and specifically that 
of youth, on increasing awareness of 
relevant populations to the risks of 
trafficking and exploitation and on 
improving the medical infrastructure of 
Entry-Exit Crossing Points and health-
care facilities along the line of contact.
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IOM ASSISTANCE TO IDPs AND  
CONFLICT-AFFECTED POPULATION  
IN UKRAINE

28 SEPTEMBER 2020

1,458,502
Total number of IDPs in Ukraine  
according to the Ministry of Social Policy 
as of 28 September 2020

500,860
People provided with 
humanitarian aid

17,956 

People provided  
with livelihood  
support

5,264 
 

People assisted within 
community development 
projects

524,080
IDPs and people in need  
assisted by IOM

156,657
30%
men

239 917
46%

women

127,506
24%

children
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IOM ASSISTANCE TO IDPs  
AND CONFLICT-AFFECTED  
POPULATION IN UKRAINE  

IS CURRENTLY SUPPORTED BY:

ukraine.iom.int, iomkievcomm@iom.int, https://www.facebook.com/IOMUkraine
© IOM Ukraine
The designations employed and the presentation of material on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the United Nations (and IOM) 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

U.S. Department  
of State Bureau  

of Population, Refugees,  
and Migration

Check the latest issue of IOM’s 
National Monitoring System report 
at our website:
http://ukraine.iom.int/sites/default/files/
nms_round_17_eng_web.pdf

respondents aged 60 and over, was 
the fear to leave home because of the 
risk to get infected.
After the six years of protracted 
displacement, 60 per cent of IDPs live 
in rented spaces, and almost a third 
(27%) of them confirmed being at risk 
of eviction as they lacked funds to pay 
for accommodation. 
“Despite all the challenges, the share 
of IDPs planning to return to their 
place of origin once the conflict is 
over decreased from 28 per cent in 
December 2018 to 19 per cent in 
June 2020,” said Marco Chimenton, 
Emergency and Stabilization 
Programme Coordinator at IOM 
Ukraine. “Ukrainian displaced and local 
communities, affected by the double 
burden of protracted conflict and 

COVID-19 pandemic, need additional 
support to recover from shocks and 
build a safe and prosperous future,” he 
added. 

IOM has been conducting regular 
surveys on the situation of IDPs in 
Ukraine since 2016. Over 6,000 
respondents were interviewed in 
the two latest rounds, conducted in 
February–March and in April–June 
2020. The surveys, funded by the 
U.S. Department of State Bureau of 
Population, Refugees, and Migration 
(PRM), provide regular overviews of the 
socioeconomic conditions of displaced 
communities in Ukraine, as well as an 
evidence base for the development of 
humanitarian, socioeconomic recovery 
and development programmes.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

IOM’S ASSISTANCE TO CONFLICT-AFFECTED  
PEOPLE IN UKRAINE IS SUPPORTED BY:

Ms. Varvara Zhluktenko, IOM Ukraine’s Communications Officer,  
vzhluktenko@iom.int       +38 044 568 50 15    +38 067 447 97 92

In April 2014, armed groups in the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine (Donetsk and Luhansk) began to seize 
buildings and arms. As a result of ongoing fighting between armed groups and government forces, as well as the 
events which occurred in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea (ARC) in March 2014, many people have been 
forced to flee their homes and have become increasingly vulnerable. Many are in need of shelter, food and non-
food assistance, as their savings are often meager, social benefits take time to reregister, and livelihoods options 
may be restricted. Concurrently, while grassroots volunteer organizations, civil society and host communities have 
provided a robust response to the immediate needs of IDPs, the economic crisis in Ukraine has hampered oppor-
tunities for more durable solutions, in part through employment and community stabilization. Those staying in the 
Donbas, particularly in areas affected by fighting along the contact line, face imminent life threats. The provision of 
basic services has been disrupted, supplies are increasingly limited, and economic activity has been crippled. Daily 
ceasefire violations continue to be reported.

BACKGROUND ON THE CRISIS

In line with IOM’s global strategy, the IOM Mission in Ukraine aims at advancing the understanding of the 
opportunities and challenges of migration in the Ukrainian context. Maximizing those opportunities and 
minimizing the challenges presented by migratory movements are the guiding principles of all activities 
and programmes the Mission engages in. 
IOM Ukraine fights trafficking in human beings, assists the Government in addressing the needs of inter-
nally displaced persons and dealing with irregular migration, improving its migration management system, 
and creating migrant-inclusive health practices and policies. At the same time, IOM Ukraine engages in 
harnessing the development potential of migration, disseminating migration information and managing 
migration movements and integration of ethnic minorities, promoting the benefits of cultural diversity, 
and counteracting xenophobia and intolerance. 
During the 24 years of its presence in Ukraine, IOM has assisted over 700,000 migrants (Ukrainians 
and other nationalities), IDPs, victims of trafficking and other vulnerable groups, directly or through its  
project partners.

Views and opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the view of IOM or its member states.
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