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• The total number of internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs) from Crimea and 
Eastern Ukraine reached 1,786,486	
as of 21 June 2016, according to the 
Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine. 

• IOM assisted almost 112,000	vulner-
able IDPs and conflict-affected people 
in 21 regions of Ukraine.

• The humanitarian situation along the 
contact line is of severe concern as 
parties to the conflict moved positions 
closer to one another and violence 
increased, including close to and at 
checkpoints, increasing the risk for civil-
ians and aid workers in the area.

• Only 18	per	cent	of USD 298 million 
required for the Humanitarian Response 
Plan 2016 is funded, according to OCHA.

HIGHLIGHTS

IOM’s RESPONSE TO DATE

IOM PROMOTES DIALOGUE ON RECOVERY 
AND IDP INTEGRATION IN UKRAINE 
Over 200 internally displaced persons 
(IDPs), community members from the 
east of Ukraine, and representatives 
of state authorities, the international 
community and civil society gathered 
on 30 June in Kyiv to discuss needs 
going forward to integrate IDPs, as 
well as social cohesion, recovery, and 
peacebuilding.
The conference, which provided a plat-
form for dialogue and interaction, was 
jointly organized by IOM and Ukraine’s 
Ministry for Temporarily Occupied Ter-
ritories and IDPs, and co-sponsored by 
the governments of Japan and Nor-
way. More than two years into the 

Ambassador of Japan Shigeki Sumi, Ambassador of Norway Jon Elvedal 
Fredriksen, Deputy Minister for Temporarily Occupied Territories and IDPs 
Heorhii Tuka, and IOM Ukraine’s Chief of Mission Manfred Profazi talking to 
the media after the conference opening  
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conflict, with over 1.7 million people 
officially registered as IDPs from the 
Donbas and Crimea, those directly af-
fected and host communities are fac-
ing a multitude of complex and inter-
related challenges.
The influx of IDPs into communities 
across Ukraine has put a strain on lo-
cal budgets as well as on the local social 
infrastructure. This causes numerous 
problems which IDPs and host commu-
nities now have to overcome jointly.
A survey series on IDP integration*, 
recently launched by IOM Ukraine, re-
veals that housing and a lack of employ-
ment remain the biggest obstacles to 
the integration of IDPs.
Only slightly more than half of 
those employed before displace-
ment managed to find a job at their 
new place of residence and about 
40 per cent of people surveyed 
said that they have to save even on 
food. About 70 per cent of IDPs are 
renting accommodation, and their 
main concern is high rent.
“Communities which host IDPs need 
support from the state, as they are 
reliable supporters for IDPs. Well-or-
ganized work at the community level 
addresses the range of crucial issues 
IDPs are dealing with, i.e., social pro-
tection, accommodation, healthcare, 
and schooling for children. The com-
munity’s capacity is key to solving the 
problems,” said Minister for Tempo-
rarily Occupied Territories and IDPs 
Vadym Chernysh.
With IDPs’ needs in housing and em-
ployment remaining high, and host 
communities requiring support with 
reconstruction and investment in so-
cial infrastructure, further assistance 
from the international community 
and the government is crucial.
“IDPs and host communities need 
assistance now to overcome their 
challenges. What is needed are quick-
impact, grass-roots-level initiatives 

that reach those in need immediately, 
for instance through further micro-
grants and access to affordable micro-
loans,” said IOM Ukraine Chief of Mis-
sion Manfred Profazi. 
Ambassador of Norway to Ukraine 
Jon Elvedal Fredriksen under-
scored that Norway recognizes the 

huge challenge to Ukrainian society 
posed by the outflow of IDPs from 
the territories affected by the on-
going conflict. “The IDP situation in 
Ukraine is a European problem and 
needs European solutions, even if 
other migration-related challenges 
are now at the top of the agenda,” 

Round tables on e-governance, access to finance and microcredits, social 
entrepreneurship, and community development were part of the conference 

Minister for Temporarily Occupied Territories and IDPs Vadym Chernysh 
opening the conference

http://www.iom.org.ua
http://www.iom.org.ua/sites/default/files/iom_nms_r2-v.pdf
http://www.iom.org.ua/sites/default/files/iom_nms_r2-v.pdf
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he said. Ambassador of Japan Shigeki 
Sumi added: “If Ukraine is destabi-
lized, it impacts the whole of Europe 
and the globe as well. That is why Ja-
pan pays so much attention to human 
security and recovery in Ukraine.”

Since	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 cri-
sis,	 IOM,	 supported	 by	 its	 do-
nors,	 has	 provided	 support	 to	
over	 100,000	 conflict-affected	
people.	 One	 of	 its	 priorities	 is	
providing	income	opportunities	
for	IDPs	and	host	communities,	
and	facilitating	social	cohesion,	
recovery,	and	peacebuilding.
These	 efforts	 include	 business	
training	for	over	5,500	IDPs	and	
local	 community	 members,	
with	grants	 for	equipment	and	
vocational	 training	provided	to	
over	3,300	beneficiaries.	
IOM	has	also	supported	some	
50	 communities	 in	 seven	 re-
gions	 of	 Ukraine	 with	 com-
munity	development	training,	
social	cohesion	initiatives	and	
refurbishment	 of	 social	 infra-
structure,	 which	 will	 be	 used	
by	 approximately	 150,000	 lo-
cals	and	IDPs.

* Within the first four rounds of 
the IOM-commissioned survey, 
conducted in February – May 2016 
by the Ukrainian Centre for Social 
Reforms and StatInformConsulting 
agency, representatives of 2,400 
randomly selected IDP households 
were surveyed in order to obtain 
updated information about their 
socio-economic status and inte-
gration. IOM will continue this 
monitoring activity. 

Deputy Minister for Temporarily Occupied Territories and IDPs Heorhii Tuka 
and IOM Ukraine’s Chief of Mission Manfred Profazi

The conference room was full

Mini-exhibition of the products of IDPs and host community members 
supported within IOM’s livelihoods programme was organized in the  
margins of the conference
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Serhii spent his childhood and school 
years in Lysychansk. Here, as a teen-
ager, he used to go dancing at a local 
factory culture club, and was called 
up for military service in an enlist-
ment office across the street from 
the club. Later, Serhii lived almost 
all his life in Donetsk, but due to the 
conflict decided to return to his na-
tive Lysychansk and start over again. 
The dual challenges of finding a new 
job at his age and having to support 
his elderly parents have complicated 
Serhii’s new beginning.

When he found out about an oppor-
tunity to join a project that would 
allow him not only to make some 
money, but also to participate in the 
renovation of places he kept close to 
his heart, Serhii jumped right in. The 

area around the club has been aban-
doned for many years, and it had 
filled up with garbage and  was over-
grown with weeds. The locals would 

even claim these places were “scary 
to pass by”. But now, thanks to the 
project team that Serhii was a mem-
ber of, the area no longer frightens 

LIFE STORY

IDPs BRING NEW LIFE TO THE  
TOWNS CLOSE TO CONTACT LINE

IOM-supported students, relocated to Severodonetsk, and other members of the initiative group who laid out a park in 
the town

Serhii cleaning up the places he kept close to his heart

http://www.iom.org.ua
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passers-by and even gives hope for 
the continued revival of the town and 
the re-opening of the club.

This was made possible by IOM 
Ukraine’s cash-for-work project im-
plemented by the Polish Centre for 
International Assistance and NGO 
“Ukrainian Frontiers” with funding 
from the U.S. State Department’s Bu-
reau of Population, Refugees, and Mi-
gration (PRM). The project provided 
an income-generating opportunity to 
400 vulnerable internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) and host community 

members in Eastern Ukraine, and also 
contributed to the improvement of 
the municipal environment and in-
frastructure in ten villages and towns 
located close to the contact line in the 
government-controlled part of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions. 

The initiative targeted IDPs and com-
munity members who were not ini-
tially covered by other assistance pro-
grammes, such as the students of the 
East Ukrainian University, which was 
relocated from Luhansk to Severo-
donetsk. They took part in laying out 

a park in Severodonetsk on an un-
tended stretch of land, which was se-
lected by the town’s initiative group. 
The IOM-supported students planted 
over one hundred trees provided by 
the municipal authorities, private en-
trepreneurs and residents of Severo-
donetsk. Park paths were created and 
garden beds were laid, and an out-
door cinema is to soon open in the 
park. The initiative group continues 
to work to maintain the park as vol-
unteers even after the conclusion of 
the project.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

IOM’s ASSISTANCE TO CONFLICT-AFFECTED  
PEOPLE IN UKRAINE IS CURRENTLY SUPPORTED BY:

Ms.	Varvara	Zhluktenko,	IOM	Ukraine’s	Communications	Officer,	 
vzhluktenko@iom.int,		+38	044	568	50	15,		+38	067	447	97	92

In April 2014, armed groups in the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine (Donetsk and Luhansk) began to seize buildings 
and arms. As a result of ongoing fighting between armed groups and government forces, as well as the events which 
oc¬curred in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea (ARC) in March 2014, many people have been forced to flee their 
homes and have become increasingly vulnerable. Most leave with few belongings and are in need of shelter, food and 
non-food assistance, as their savings are often meager, social benefits take time to re-register, and livelihoods options 
may be restricted. Concurrently, while grassroots volunteer organizations, civil society and host communities have pro-
vided a robust response to the immediate needs of IDPs, the economic crisis in Ukraine has hampered opportunities 
for more durable solutions, in part through employment and community stabilization. Those staying in the Donbas, 
par¬ticularly in areas affected by fighting along the contact line, face imminent security threats. The provision of basic 
services has been disrupted, supplies are increasingly limited, and economic activity has been crippled. Ongoing daily 
ceasefire violations continue to be reported.

BACKGROUND ON THE CRISIS

In line with IOM’s global strategy, the IOM Mission in Ukraine aims at advancing the understanding of the opportunities and chal-
lenges of migration in the Ukrainian context. Maximizing those opportunities and minimizing the challenges presented by migra-
tory movements are the guiding principles of all activities and programmes the Mission engages in. 

IOM Ukraine fights trafficking in human beings, assists the Government in addressing the needs of internally displaced persons and 
dealing with irregular migration, improving its migration management system, and creating migrant-inclusive health practices 
and policies. At the same time, IOM Ukraine engages in exploring and promoting regular channels for Ukrainian labour migrants, 
harnessing the development potential of migration, disseminating migration information and managing migration movements 
and integration of ethnic minorities, promoting the benefits of cultural diversity, and counteracting xenophobia and intolerance. 

During the 20 years of its presence in Ukraine, IOM has assisted over 450,000 migrants (Ukrainians and other nationalities), IDPs, 
potential migrants, victims of trafficking and other vulnerable groups, directly or through its project partners.  

Views and opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the view of IOM or its member states
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